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Abstract of JP2004023469 

<P>PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide a hinge device in which rotation torque (rotation resistance) can be 
i v j made almost zero, a rotation operation can be made light (smooth), and abrasion is reduced and durability is 

excellent by employing rolling resistance caused by rolling contact between clicks (rotation resistance) while 
enabling the hinge device to surely click at a prescribed rotational position as in a conventional technique, even if a 
constitution of engaging and urging is employed, and to provide an electronic apparatus using the hinge device. 
<P>SOLUTION: In the hinge device in which a first member 1 and a second member 2 are pivotalby coupled, 
engaging recessed portions 4 which engage and hold a prescribed rotating position are provided on the peripheral 
portion of a rotating portion 3 rotating together with the members 1, 2; and engaging protrusion portions 5 which 
move together with the members 2 or 1, and move along the peripheral portion of the rotating portion 3, fall into 
the recessed portions 4 provided on the peripheral portion of the rotating portion 3 and are engaged with the 
recessed portions 4 in order to engage and hold the prescribed rotating position. Each of the protrusion portions 5 
consists of a ball or a roller which rotates by itself while the portions 5 relatively move along the peripheral portion 
of the rotating portion 3. <P>COPYRIGHT: (C)2004,JPO 
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